BLACKBRIDGE, MILFORD HAVEN
BADGER SURVEY
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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This is a summary of findings of the Badger Surveys undertaken at the site in Blackbridge.
 The purpose of the badger surveys were to determine the presence or absence of badgers on the site in
order to determine whether badgers use the site for habitat/feeding purposes;
 The results returned no records of badgers from within the site itself; three records were returned from within
2km of the site, however, these records were over 20 years old;
 Several badger setts were identified within the site boundary. Two of the setts were identified as being a
main sett and both were determined to be active;


A bait marking survey is recommended to determine if the two setts are used by the same population of
badgers or different populations.
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2.0 INTRODUCTION
ExCAL Ltd has been commissioned by Egnedol UK to undertake a badger survey on the land at Blackbridge,
Milford Haven.
2.1

Objectives
The purpose of the badger survey is to determine the presence or absence of badgers on the site in order to
determine whether badgers use the site for habitat/feeding purposes.
This includes looking for potential field signs for badgers which include badger setts, pathways, dung pits and
latrines, scratch marks on trees, snuffle holes and residual badger hair.

2.2

Site Location
The site consists of an area of land at Blackbridge, which was formerly a Royal Navy Armament Depot (RNAD)
site, a large pastoral field, scrub habitat and two broadleaved woodlands. The centre of the site is located at
Grid Reference: SM 9163005169.

2.3

Proposed Development
Egnedol Limited intends to construct a Biomass to Energy Facility (BtEf) and Eco-park at their site in
Blackbridge.
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3.0 LEGISLATION
Badgers and their setts are fully protected under the Protection of Badgers Act 1992 which makes it illegal to
kill, injure or take a badger, or interfere with a sett.
The offences include: 








Killing, injuring and taking (or attempting any of these);
Possession of a dead badger (or derivative);
Cruelly ill-treating a badger;
Damaging a badger sett or any part of it;
Destroying a badger sett;
Obstructing access to/from entrance of a badger sett;
Causing a dog to enter a badger sett;
Disturbing a badger whilst occupying a sett.

In addition, badgers are also listed on Schedule 6 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, which prohibits
certain methods of killing and capture.
It is possible to obtain a licence from Natural Resources Wales (NRW) under the Protection of Badgers 1992
Act, and from the Welsh Government who has authority under Section 10(2) and (3) of the Act to issue licences
to carry out appropriate works in order to avoid committing offences.
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4.0 SURVEY METHODOLOGY AND RESULTS
4.1

Desk Study
Records of protected species and non-statutory wildlife sites within a 2km radius of the application site were
obtained from the West Wales Biodiversity Information Centre (WWBIC) as part of the Ecological Walkover,
report No. 246-01-01.R1.
The WWBIC data had 3 records of badgers within 2km; however, the records were over 20 years old and none
were within the development boundary. No badger setts were noted during the ecological walkover survey;
however, the survey concluded that the site does provide suitable habitats for badgers.
Three previous surveys for badgers have been conducted at the site and these were reviewed during the desk study.
The findings of the historical surveys are summarised below.
Bioscan UK Ltd undertook a badger survey in 2009 along the route of the Milford Haven gas pipeline. The survey
area included the north field within the Blackbridge Eco Park site and the fields to the north of this site. The results
showed that there were twenty badger setts within this area including two main setts, two annexe setts and sixteen
outlying setts. A main sett was identified on the southern border of the north field during an earlier survey undertaken
in 2007; however, this was not re-examined in 2009.
During ecological surveys for bats, dormice and reptiles undertaken by AECOM between May and October 2010, it
was noted that badgers were also using the woodland area adjacent to the Blackbridge site. Several active setts
along with live sightings of both adult and juvenile badgers were noted. Boundary latrines were identified by the
reservoirs, suggesting that at least two badger colonies were present within the area. It was concluded that badger
activity was restricted to the woodland areas and that the RNAD area did not have any potential for badger setts.
An ecological survey was undertaken in 2013 by Hyder Consulting UK Ltd. During this survey, three setts were
identified at the Blackbridge site, located within the woodland to the east of the site.
The results of the historical surveys are shown on Drawing: Historical Survey Results in Appendix A.

4.2

Field Survey
The survey methodology assessed the level of badger activity and the status of any badger setts across the
development site. The survey concentrated on locating field signs indicating badger activity. The standard
methodology was used, as outlined by Natural England and DEFRA (2015) and carried out by suitably qualified
ecologists.
Potential evidence that badgers utilise the site includes:  Setts, including earth mounds, evidence of bedding and pathways between setts;
 Latrines, often located close to setts, at territory boundaries or adjacent to favoured feeding areas located
within pits known as dung pits;
 Footprints and pathways through vegetation;
 Hairs caught on rough wood or fencing;
 Other evidence includes: snuffle holes, scratching posts and feeding signs.

4.3

Weather Conditions and Timing
Badger surveys can be undertaken at any time of year; however, the optimal time is between February to April
and September to November, as this is when badgers are most active and vegetation growth is minimal.

4.4

Field Survey Results
Several surveys were undertaken at the site in Blackbridge, these included a walkover survey, detailed
presence/absence survey and activity survey.
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4.4.1 Initial Walkover Survey
An initial walkover survey was conducted on the 16th December 2015. In addition to this walkover survey, any
evidence of badger setts or badger activity (snuffle holes, latrines etc.) was also recorded during five other daytime
and night time ecological surveys that were conducted for other species, including dormice and bats.
The following evidence of badgers was noted:  A badger hair and mammal run was noted in the field / scrub area above tunnel one and tunnel five;
 Two badger setts were recorded in the field to the north and north-east of tunnel one, two and three. The larger of
these setts had ten entrances whilst the smaller sett had three entrances.
The findings are shown on Drawing: 2015 Walkover Survey in Appendix B.

4.4.2 Presence/Absence Survey
Further presence/absence surveys were undertaken from January-April 2016. Three main setts were identified,
foraging evidence, latrines and tracks. The results are shown in detail on Drawing: 2016 Presence/Absence Survey in
Appendix C.

4.4.3 Activity Survey
Activity surveys were undertaken in January and February 2017 to monitor setts to determine if they are active and
determine the significance of the sett to the badger group.
The site was searched again for any new evidence of badgers. Another main sett was found within the woodland
along the western end of the site.
All three setts were searched for evidence. The sett numbered as 2 within the eastern woodland showed no signs of
use and was determined as disused. The other two setts however did show several signs of use such as fresh
latrines, fresh bedding and well used tracks.
Trail cameras were installed in several locations across the site to determine the badger activity associated with the
two active setts. The locations of the cameras are shown on Drawing: 2017 Badger Activity Survey in Appendix D.
The results of the trail camera footage are detailed in Table 1 below.
Table 1: Results of Trail Camera Footage
Camera
No.
1
2

3
4
5
6
7

Date

Camera Locations

18.01.1725.01.17
18.01.1725.01.17

Foraging area just below main sett 1.

25.01.1731.01.17
25.01.1731.01.17
31.01.1703.02.17
31.01.1703.02.17
06.02.1720.02.17

Latrine in the middle of both sett 1 and
2.
Fence line just north of sett 1.

Main sett 1.

By two small setts next to a well-used
badger track.
By sett 2 in western woodland.
Fence line north of latrine shown on
camera 3 next to a well-used track.
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Findings
Adult badgers passing through with a maximum
of two individuals recorded at one time.
Adult badgers entering and exiting a sett
entrance, foraging, cleaning out the sett.
Maximum of three adult badgers recorded at one
time.
Adult badgers passing through and using
latrines.
Adult badgers passing under the fence to and
from the field.
No recordings.
Adult badger passing through using a well-used
track.
Adult badger passing under fence to and from
the field moving along the well-used track
towards the latrine.

5.0 DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Three badger sett entrances were identified throughout the site. It was determined that two main setts are
active with the third sett located within the woodland showing no signs of use.
Following completion of the presence and activity surveys it is recommended that a badger bait survey is
undertaken to determine if the setts are used by one badger population or more.
Following completion of the bait marking survey, the number and locations for new setts can be finalised to
provide mitigation for the closure of the existing setts.
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APPENDIX A
Historical Survey Results

APPENDIX B
2015 Walkover Survey

Notes:

A1

Title: 2015 Walkover Survey
Results
Key

Smaller three hole sett
Badger hair and run
Large 10 hole sett

APPENDIX C
2016 Presence/Absence Survey

Title: 2016 Presence/
Absence Survey
Results
Key
Main sett - 7 well-used
holes 8 partially used
holes
Main sett - 5 well-used
holes 2 disused holes

Main sett - 3 well-used
holes 3 partially used
holes
2 disused holes

Outlying Setts
2 disused outlier setts

3 disused outlier
setts - rabbits
possibly using 2
1 outlier sett by
stock fence
Annex Setts
Foraging
evidence
Latrines
Badger sighting
/recording
Badger footprint
Badger track

APPENDIX D
2017 Badger Activity Survey Results

Notes:

A1

Title: 2017 Badger
Activity Survey Results
Key
Main Setts
Sett 1 and 3 are
well used
Badger activity
noted on cameras
Badger Paths
Latrines
Camera Locations

1

APPENDIX E
Trail Camera Footage

APPENDIX E – Trail Camera Footage
Camera 1 – Foraging area just below entrances of main sett 1

Camera 2 – Main sett 1

Camera 3 – Latrine in the middle of both sett 1 and 2

Camera 4 – Fence line just north of sett 1

Camera 5 – By two small setts next to well-used badger track
No recordings

Camera 6 – By sett 2 in western woodland

Camera 7 – Fence line north of latrine shown on camera 3 next to well-used track

