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1. Introduction 
 
This is a licence granted by the Marine Management Organisation on behalf of the 
Secretary of State to authorise the licence holder to carry out activities for which a 
licence is required under Part 4 of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009. 
 
The licence holder may carry out an eligible activity if all conditions specified are 
met.  Activities eligible for a licence, by their nature, present a low risk to the marine 
environment provided adequate safeguards are employed by the licence holder.  
The Marine Management Organisation may inspect works at any time and take 
enforcement action in respect of non-compliance where it deems appropriate. 
 
2. Eligible activities 
 
The following are acceptable maintenance activities considered in the reformed fast 
track marine licence: 
 

• Scaffolding/access towers;  
• Re-painting structures which includes preparation work;  
• Repairing structures (replacing or reasonably improving within in the original 

design envelope of the  bolts, flaps, valves, cathodic protection, access 
covers, grills, joints, decking on a pier or pontoon, health and safety 
equipment or other ancillary equipment attached to structures above the 
marine area);  

• Removing single pile;  
• Replacing render or concrete, including resurfacing slipways;  
• Sand or grit blasting;  
• Removal of marine growth; and 
• Installation of ladders. 

 
3. Eligible period 
 
This licence, once issued, is valid for a maximum period of one-year for the activities 
applied for.  A new licence must be applied for if the activities change from those 
notified at the commencement of the licence.   
 
4. Interpretation 
 
In this licence, terms are as defined in Section 115 of the Marine and Coastal Access 
Act and the Interpretation Act 1978 unless otherwise stated. 
 

• "Eligible activity" means any activity set out in Section 2 of this licence. 
• "Licence holder" means the person(s) or organisation(s) intending to make 

use of this licence and who has submitted the required notification 
• "MMO" means the Marine Management Organisation. 
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5. MMO Fast track marine licence: Rules 
 
The following standard conditions apply to all users of this licence.  The tables which 
follow contain standard conditions that apply to the activities the applicant has 
identified in the information submitted to the MMO ‘Marine Case Management 
System’. 
 
ID Licence Condition 

Name - MCMS 
Condition Reason 

1 Activation of licence This licence can only be used following 
submission of information to the MMO ‘Marine 
Case Management System’ accessed on the 
MMO’s marine licensing website.  Following 
acknowledgement that the MMO has received 
the applicant’s information, this licence can be 
used by the licensee.   

This is a standard 
licence condition 
applicable to all 
licences. 

2 Notification of 
commencement 

The licence holder must notify the MMO prior 
to the commencement of the first instance of 
any licensed activity. This notice must be 
received by the MMO no less than five 
working days before the commencement of 
that licensed activity. 

This is a standard 
licence condition 
applicable to all 
licences. 

3 Agents / contractors / 
sub-contractors 

The licence holder must notify the MMO in 
writing of any agents, contractors or sub-
contractors that will carry on any licensed 
activity on behalf of the licence holder. Such 
notification must be received by the MMO no 
less than 24 hours before the commencement 
of the licensed activity. 

This is a standard 
licence condition 
applicable to all 
licences. 

4 Changes to this 
licence 

Should the licence holder become aware that 
any of the information on which the granting of 
this licence was based has changed or is 
likely to change, they must notify the MMO at 
the earliest opportunity. Failure to do so may 
render this licence invalid and may lead to 
enforcement action. 

This is a standard 
licence condition 
applicable to all 
licences. 

5 Licence conditions 
binding other parties 

Where provisions under section 71(5) of the 
2009 Act apply, all conditions attached to this 
licence apply to any person who for the time 
being owns, occupies or enjoys any use of the 
licensed activities for which this licence has 
been granted. 

This is a standard 
licence condition 
applicable to all 
licences. 

 
The following standard specific conditions apply to the activity(ies) being undertaken.  
To use the specific conditions, the activity must be identified on the information 
submitted to the MMO via ‘Marine Case Management System’.   
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6. Activity specific conditions: Scaffolding / access towers 
 
Licence 
Condition  

Condition Reason 

Time 
restriction to 
minimise bird 
disturbance 

If the works is inside or adjacent to a RAMSAR or Special 
Protection Area (SPA) with overwintering bird interests and 
within 150 metres of exposed intertidal areas, activities 
between 1 October and 31 March inclusive must only be 
carried out up to 3 hours either side of high water.  This 
condition does not apply if works are located alongside a 
working industrial wharf, jetty, berth, quay or bridge used 
continually throughout the year.   

To minimise 
damage and 
disturbance to 
sensitive habitats 
or species from 
construction plant 
and personnel. 

Minimising 
damage to 
historic 
structures 

The licence holder must create a method statement for the 
works, which addresses the risk of damage to historic 
structures and agree this with Historic England. Where risks 
are identified, the licence holder must take steps to control 
and reduce risk. Where the activity occurs within a Harbour 
Authority area, the Harbour Authority(ies) must be consulted 
and a copy of the method statement provided.   

To control and 
minimise damage 
to historic 
structures 
associated with the 
works activity.   

Navigational 
safety, 
structures 

The licence holder must ensure any works adjacent to, 
overhanging or spanning a waterway used by vessels to 
navigate are subject to a Navigational Risk Assessment to 
consider any increase to marine risk. Where risks to 
navigation can be reduced, the licence holder must take steps 
to control and reduce risk. Where the activity occurs within a 
Harbour Authority area, the Harbour Authority(ies) must be 
consulted and a copy of the Navigational Risk Assessment 
provided.   

To keep marine 
navigational safety 
associated with 
maintenance 
activities 'as low as 
reasonably 
practicable'.   

Navigational 
safety, vessels 

Vessels providing access to marine works sites, either as a 
platform to facilitate access and/or to access the site must 
carry out their operation having due regard to navigational 
safety, established through a Navigational Risk Assessment.  
Where the activity occurs within a Harbour Authority area, the 
Harbour Authority(ies) must be consulted and a copy of the 
Navigational Risk Assessment provided.   

To keep marine 
navigational safety 
associated with 
marine works 'as 
low as reasonably 
practicable'.   

Seal haul-out If the works is inside or adjacent to a documented seal haul-
out location, a method statement that considers scheduled 
activities to avoid sensitive times (seal pupping periods of 
June to September) and working methods that reduce noise 
from mechanical equipment must be completed.    

To minimise 
damage and 
disturbance to 
sensitive habitats 
or species from 
activities, plant and 
personnel. 
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7. Activity specific conditions: Re-painting structures, 
includes preparation work 
 
Licence 
Condition  

Condition Reason 

Time 
restriction to 
minimise bird 
disturbance 

If the works is inside or adjacent to a RAMSAR or Special 
Protection Area (SPA) with overwintering bird interests and 
within 150 metres of exposed intertidal areas, activities 
between 1 October and 31 March inclusive must only be 
carried out up to 3 hours either side of high water.  This 
condition does not apply if works are located alongside a 
working industrial wharf, jetty, berth, quay or bridge used 
continually throughout the year.   

To minimise 
damage and 
disturbance to 
sensitive habitats 
or species from 
construction plant 
and personnel. 

Minimising 
damage to 
historic 
structures 

The licence holder must create a method statement for the 
works, which addresses the risk of damage to historic 
structures and agree this with Historic England. Where risks 
are identified, the licence holder must take steps to control and 
reduce risk. Where the activity occurs within a Harbour 
Authority area, the Harbour Authority(ies) must be consulted 
and a copy of the method statement provided.   

To control and 
minimise damage 
to historic 
structures 
associated with the 
works activity.   

Pollution 
prevention, 
storage 

During licensed activities all paint, solvents and other 
chemicals must be stored in designated areas that are isolated 
from surface water drains, open water and within a container or 
bund to contain any spillage.  The licensee must be familiar 
with the environmental risk of the paint, solvents or other 
chemicals used in the maintenance process by reading the 
Chemical/Product data sheet (detailing hazards associated with 
its use).    

To minimise the 
risk of paint, 
solvents and other 
chemicals entering 
the marine 
environment. 

Pollution 
incident 
reporting 

The licence holder must report any oil, fuel or chemical spill 
within the marine environment to the MMO Marine Pollution 
Response Team within 12 hours [or in line with the approved 
marine pollution contingency plan if one is available]. 
Within office hours: 0300 200 2024. 
Outside office hours: 07770 977 825. 
At all times if other numbers are unavailable: 0845 051 8486. 
dispersants@marinemanagement.org.uk 

To ensure that any 
spills are 
appropriately 
recorded and 
managed to 
minimise the risk to 
sensitive receptors 
and the marine 
environment. 

Reducing 
dust, debris 
and 
wastewater 
contamination 

The licence holder must create a method statement for the 
works, which addresses the risk of contamination from the 
activities.  The method statement must consider (and mitigate 
or dismiss) the risk from: removing existing coatings which may 
be hazardous (e.g. lead) determination of the level of 
containment, shielding to reduce spread of dust and debris, 
discarding of waste products).  Where the activity occurs within 
a Harbour Authority area, the Harbour Authority(ies) must be 
consulted and a copy of the method statement provided.   

To control and 
minimise 
contamination to 
the marine 
environment 
associated with the 
works activity.   

Seal haul-out If the works is inside or adjacent to a documented seal haul-out 
location, a method statement that considers scheduled 
activities to avoid sensitive times (seal pupping periods of June 
to September) and working methods that reduce noise from 
mechanical equipment must be completed.    

To minimise 
damage and 
disturbance to 
sensitive habitats 
or species from 
activities, plant and 
personnel. 
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8. Activity specific conditions: Repairing structures  
 
(Replacing or reasonably improving within in the original design envelope of the 
bolts, flaps, valves, cathodic protection, access covers, grills, joints, decking on a 
pier or pontoon, health and safety equipment or other ancillary equipment attached 
to structures above the marine area).   
 
Licence 
Condition  

Condition Reason 

Time 
restriction to 
minimise bird 
disturbance 

If the works is inside or adjacent to a RAMSAR or Special 
Protection Area (SPA) with overwintering bird interests and 
within 150 metres of exposed intertidal areas, activities 
between 1 October and 31 March inclusive must only be 
carried out up to 3 hours either side of high water.  This 
condition does not apply if works are located alongside a 
working industrial wharf, jetty, berth, quay or bridge used 
continually throughout the year.   

To minimise 
damage and 
disturbance to 
sensitive habitats 
or species from 
construction plant 
and personnel. 

Minimising 
damage to 
historic 
structures 

The licence holder must create a method statement for the 
works, which addresses the risk of damage to historic 
structures and agree this with Historic England. Where risks 
are identified, the licence holder must take steps to control 
and reduce risk. Where the activity occurs within a Harbour 
Authority area, the Harbour Authority(ies) must be consulted 
and a copy of the method statement provided.   

To control and 
minimise damage 
to historic 
structures 
associated with the 
works activity.   

Pollution 
prevention, 
storage 

During licensed activities all paint, solvents and other 
chemicals must be stored in designated areas that are 
isolated from surface water drains, open water and within a 
container or bund to contain any spillage.  The licensee must 
be familiar with the environmental risk of the paint, solvents or 
other chemicals used in the maintenance process by reading 
the Chemical/Product data sheet (detailing hazards 
associated with its use).    

To minimise the 
risk of paint, 
solvents and other 
chemicals entering 
the marine 
environment. 

Pollution 
incident 
reporting 

The licence holder must report any oil, fuel or chemical spill 
within the marine environment to the MMO Marine Pollution 
Response Team within 12 hours [or in line with the approved 
marine pollution contingency plan if one is available]. 
Within office hours: 0300 200 2024. 
Outside office hours: 07770 977 825. 
At all times if other numbers are unavailable:  
0845 051 8486. 
dispersants@marinemanagement.org.uk 

To ensure that any 
spills are 
appropriately 
recorded and 
managed to 
minimise the risk to 
sensitive receptors 
and the marine 
environment. 

Reducing 
dust, debris 
and 
wastewater 
contamination 

The licence holder must create a method statement for the 
works, which addresses the risk of contamination from the 
activities.  The method statement must consider (and mitigate 
or dismiss) the risk from: removing existing coatings which 
may be hazardous (e.g. lead) determination of the level of 
containment, shielding to reduce spread of dust and debris, 
discarding of waste products).  Where the activity occurs 
within a Harbour Authority area, the Harbour Authority(ies) 
must be consulted and a copy of the method statement 
provided.   

To control and 
minimise 
contamination to 
the marine 
environment 
associated with the 
works activity.   

Seal haul-out If the works is inside or adjacent to a documented seal haul-
out location, a method statement that considers scheduled 
activities to avoid sensitive times (seal pupping periods of 
June to September) and working methods that reduce noise 
from mechanical equipment must be completed.    

To minimise 
damage and 
disturbance to 
sensitive habitats 
or species from 
activities, plant and 
personnel. 
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9. Activity specific conditions: Removing and/or replacing 
a single pile 
 
Licence 
Condition  

Condition Reason 

Time 
restriction to 
minimise bird 
disturbance 

If the works is inside or adjacent to a RAMSAR or Special 
Protection Area (SPA) with overwintering bird interests and 
within 150 metres of exposed intertidal areas, activities 
between 1 October and 31 March inclusive must only be 
carried out up to 3 hours either side of high water.  This 
condition does not apply if works are located alongside a 
working industrial wharf, jetty, berth, quay or bridge used 
continually throughout the year.   

To minimise 
damage and 
disturbance to 
sensitive habitats 
or species from 
construction plant 
and personnel. 

Navigational 
safety, vessels 

Vessels providing access to marine works sites, either as a 
platform to facilitate access and/or to access the site must 
carry out their operation having due regard to navigational 
safety, established through a Navigational Risk Assessment.  
Where the activity occurs within a Harbour Authority area, the 
Harbour Authority(ies) must be consulted and a copy of the 
Navigational Risk Assessment provided.   

To keep marine 
navigational safety 
associated with 
marine works 'as 
low as reasonably 
practicable'.   

Complete 
removal of pile 

The Standard Rule Permit licence only applies to the removal 
of one pile.  The licensee must ensure that pile removal is 
either complete extraction, or any remains are cut off 1 metre 
below bed level so that hazards to navigation or the marine 
environment are not created. 

To minimise the 
risk to navigational  
safety/other users 
of the sea/sea bed 
in a dynamic 
marine 
environment.   

Pile 
replacement 

The applicant must use a soft-start pile driving procedure to 
ensure incremental increase in pile power over a set time 
period until full operational power is achieved. The soft-start 
duration must be a period of not less than 20 minutes. Should 
piling cease for a period greater than 10 minutes, then the soft 
start procedure must be repeated. 

To allow mobile 
sensitive receptors 
to move away from 
the source of 
acoustic 
disturbance in 
order to reduce the 
risk of injury. 
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10. Activity specific conditions: Replacing render/concrete, 
resurfacing a slipway 
 
Licence 
Condition  

Condition Reason 

Time restriction 
to minimise bird 
disturbance 

If the works is inside or adjacent to a RAMSAR or Special 
Protection Area (SPA) with overwintering bird interests 
and within 150 metres of exposed intertidal areas, 
activities between 1 October and 31 March inclusive must 
only be carried out up to 3 hours either side of high water.  
This condition does not apply if works are located 
alongside a working industrial wharf, jetty, berth, quay or 
bridge used continually throughout the year.   

To minimise damage 
and disturbance to 
sensitive habitats or 
species from 
construction plant and 
personnel. 

Concrete / 
cement - slurry 

Waste concrete, slurry or wash water from concrete or 
cement works must not be discharged, intentionally or 
unintentionally, into the marine environment. Concrete and 
cement mixing and washing areas must be contained and 
sited at least 10 metres from any watercourse or surface 
water drain.  

To avoid damage to 
the marine 
environment by 
concrete wash water 
contamination which 
is highly alkaline and 
contains high levels of 
suspended sediment. 

Concrete - 
sprayed 

If concrete is to be sprayed suitable protective sheeting 
must be provided to prevent rebounded or windblown 
concrete from entering the water environment. Rebounded 
material must be cleared away before the sheeting is 
removed.  

To minimise risk of 
damage to the marine 
environment by wet 
concrete 
contamination which 
is highly alkaline and 
contains high levels of 
suspended sediment. 

Seal haul-out If the works is inside or adjacent to a documented seal 
haul-out location, a method statement that considers 
scheduled activities to avoid sensitive times (seal pupping 
periods of June to September) and working methods that 
reduce noise from mechanical equipment must be 
completed.    

To minimise damage 
and disturbance to 
sensitive habitats or 
species from 
activities, plant and 
personnel. 
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11. Activity specific conditions: Sand/grit blasting 
 
Licence 
Condition  

Condition Reason 

Time 
restriction to 
minimise bird 
disturbance 

If the works is inside or adjacent to a RAMSAR or Special 
Protection Area (SPA) with overwintering bird interests and 
within 150 metres of exposed intertidal areas, activities 
between 1 October and 31 March inclusive must only be 
carried out up to 3 hours either side of high water.  This 
condition does not apply if works are located alongside a 
working industrial wharf, jetty, berth, quay or bridge used 
continually throughout the year.   

To minimise 
damage and 
disturbance to 
sensitive habitats 
or species from 
construction plant 
and personnel. 

Reducing 
dust, debris 
and 
wastewater 
contamination 

The licence holder must create a method statement for the 
works, which addresses the risk of contamination from the 
activities.  The method statement must consider (and mitigate 
or dismiss) the risk from: removing existing coatings which 
may be hazardous (e.g. lead) determination of the level of 
containment, shielding to reduce spread of dust and debris, 
discarding of waste products).  Where the activity occurs 
within a Harbour Authority area, the Harbour Authority(ies) 
must be consulted and a copy of the method statement 
provided.   

To control and 
minimise 
contamination to 
the marine 
environment 
associated with the 
works activity.   

Seal haul-out If the works is inside or adjacent to a documented seal haul-
out location, a method statement that considers scheduled 
activities to avoid sensitive times (seal pupping periods of 
June to September) and working methods that reduce noise 
from mechanical equipment must be completed.    

To minimise 
damage and 
disturbance to 
sensitive habitats 
or species from 
activities, plant and 
personnel. 

 
12. Activity specific conditions: Removal of marine growth 
 
Licence 
Condition  

Condition Reason 

Time 
restriction to 
minimise bird 
disturbance 

If the works is inside or adjacent to a RAMSAR or Special 
Protection Area (SPA) with overwintering bird interests and 
within 150 metres of exposed intertidal areas, activities 
between 1 October and 31 March inclusive must only be 
carried out up to 3 hours either side of high water.  This 
condition does not apply if works are located alongside a 
working industrial wharf, jetty, berth, quay or bridge used 
continually throughout the year.   

To minimise 
damage and 
disturbance to 
sensitive habitats 
or species from 
construction plant 
and personnel. 

Seal haul-out If the works is inside or adjacent to a documented seal haul-
out location, a method statement that considers scheduled 
activities to avoid sensitive times (seal pupping periods of 
June to September) and working methods that reduce noise 
from mechanical equipment must be completed.    

To minimise 
damage and 
disturbance to 
sensitive habitats 
or species from 
activities, plant and 
personnel. 
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13. Activity specific conditions: Installation of ladders 
 
Licence 
Condition  

Condition Reason 

Time 
restriction to 
minimise bird 
disturbance 

If the works is inside or adjacent to a RAMSAR or Special 
Protection Area (SPA) with overwintering bird interests and 
within 150 metres of exposed intertidal areas, activities 
between 1 October and 31 March inclusive must only be 
carried out up to 3 hours either side of high water.  This 
condition does not apply if works are located alongside a 
working industrial wharf, jetty, berth, quay or bridge used 
continually throughout the year.   

To minimise 
damage and 
disturbance to 
sensitive habitats 
or species from 
construction plant 
and personnel. 

Navigational 
safety, vessels 

Vessels providing access to marine works sites, either as a 
platform to facilitate access and/or to access the site must 
carry out their operation having due regard to navigational 
safety, established through a Navigational Risk Assessment.  
Where the activity occurs within a Harbour Authority area, the 
Harbour Authority(ies) must be consulted and a copy of the 
Navigational Risk Assessment provided.   

To keep marine 
navigational safety 
associated with 
marine works 'as 
low as reasonably 
practicable'.   

Seal haul-out If the works is inside or adjacent to a documented seal haul-
out location, a method statement that considers scheduled 
activities to avoid sensitive times (seal pupping periods of 
June to September) and working methods that reduce noise 
from mechanical equipment must be completed.    

To minimise 
damage and 
disturbance to 
sensitive habitats 
or species from 
activities, plant and 
personnel. 

 
14. Compliance and enforcement 
 
This licence and its terms and conditions are issued under the Marine and Coastal 
Access Act 2009.  Any breach of the licence terms and conditions may lead to 
enforcement action being taken. This can include variation, revocation or suspension 
of the licence, the issuing of an enforcement notice, or criminal proceedings, which 
may carry a maximum penalty of an unlimited fine and / or a term of imprisonment of 
up to two years. 
 
Your attention is drawn to Part 4 of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009, in 
particular sections 65, 85 and 89 which set out offences, and also to sections 86, 87 
and 109 which concern defences. The MMO's Compliance and Enforcement 
Strategy can be found on our website 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/compliance-and-enforcement-strategy).  
 
 


